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RICHARD DOBBS SPAIGHT, 
Op Nokth Carolina. 

BY JOHN H. WHEELER. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

At the confluence of the Neuse and Trent Rivers in east- 
ern North Carolina stands the venerable town of Newbern. 
Around this ancient metropolis are clustered many memories 
of rare interest. Its name was bestowed by the patriotic 
emigrants from Switzerland, in regard of the vine-clad hills 
of their native land. 

Here landed in 1709 the Palatines from the Rhine, led on 
by the adventurous De Graffenreidt, whose sturdy valor and 
patient toil resisted the savage Tuskaroras, and caused "the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose." Here was the seat of the 
Royal Government ; and here the Colony was directed by the 
prolonged and gentle rule of Governor Dobbs. Here, Gover- 
nor Tryon, his successor, held his vice-regal court, and erected 
a palatial mansion, more spacious and ornate than any on this 
Continent at that period. 

In this place Richard Dobbs Spaight, the subject of this 
sketch, was born, lived, and died. 

The family was distinguished in the early history of North 
Carolina. His father, Richard, was one of the Governor's 
Council, appointed by the King. He was also Secretary of 
the Crown; and served in the army as Paymaster in Brad- 
dock's war ; his mother was a sister of Governor Dobbs, a 
native of the county of Antrim, Ireland, and a descendant 
of Sir Richard Dobbs, 1 who was Lord Mayor of London in 
1551. 

Richard Dobbs Spaight, born 25th March, 1758, was left 
early an orphan. At the age of nine he was sent abroad to 

• Maitland's History of London. 
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acquire an education, which was finished at the University 
of Glasgow, Scotland. 

On his return to his native land, in 1778, he found the 
country involved in the Revolutionary War. He volunteered 
his services, and was at the battle of Camden, S. C. (16th 
Aug. 1780) as Aide-de-Camp to Governor Caswell. 

The following year he was elected a member of the Legis- 
lature from the Borough of Newbern; and was re-elected in 
1782 and 1783. By this body he was chosen a member of 
the Congress of the Confederation, which met at Annapolis 
on the 13th Dec. 1783, with Benjamin Hawkins and Hugh 
Williamson as colleagues. Here he witnessed the memorable 
scene of the resignation by General Washington of his com- 
mission, as Commander-in-Chief of the armies of America. 
The appreciation of the character of Mr. Spaight by this 
illustrious body was evinced by his selection as a member of 
" the Committee of States," in which body all the powers of 
the government were vested. 1 

When the Convention which formed the Constitution of 
the United States met in Independence Hall on the 14th of 
May, 1787, Mr. Spaight was present as a member with 
William Blount and Hugh Williamson as colleagues; and 
their names are appended to that instrument, as delegates 
from North Carolina. He was also elected a member of the 
State Convention which met at Hillsboro, 1ST. C, on the 21st 
of July, 1788, to consider the Federal Constitution, and with 
all his energies he urged its adoption. In this he was sup- 
ported by the efforts of Samuel Johnston, afterwards Gover- 
nor, and member of the Continental Congress, as well as of 
the Senate of the United States ; James Iredel, afterwards 
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States; William It. Davie, afterwards Governor of North 
Carolina, and Envoy to France, and others. But the active 
opposition of Elisha Battle, David Caldwell, C. Dowed, 
Wilie Jones, and others caused its rejection. A subsequent 

1 Continental Congress from 1774 to 1781. Congress pursuant to the 
Articles of Confederation 1781 to 1788. Congress under Constitution 1789. 
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Convention, which met at Fayetteville on 21st 'Nov. 1788, 
ratified that instrument. From his long and arduous public 
service Mr. Spaight's health became so impaired that he re- 
tired for a time from public life, and sought repose in the 
milder climate of the West Indies. On his return home in 
1792, he was elected a member of the Legislature, and by 
that body he was chosen Governor of the State, which distin- 
guished position he held through the Constitutional term; 
and was succeeded by Samuel Ashe. While Governor, he 
served as Presidential Elector in 1793 and 1797. 

He was elected a member of the House of Representatives 
in Congress, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Nathan Bryan, and took his seat on 10th Dec. 1798. 

He was re-elected in 1799 to serve till 1801. This was a 
fearful epoch in the political history of the Republic. Never 
before or since, has party spirit been more active or virulent. 
Governor Spaight was one of the firmest and foremost of his 
day in supporting with his colleagues, Nathaniel Macon, 
Willis Alston, Governor Stone, and others, the leading mea- 
sures of the Jeftersoniau party. He was a candidate in 1801 
and elected to the Legislature as Senator ; in this contest he 
was violently opposed by the Hon. John Stanly and others. 
Mr. Stanly was elected a member of Congress after heated oppo- 
sition by Gov. Spaight. As might be expected, the madding 
and malignant influences of party, embittered by personal 
animosity, rendered a collision inevitable. Mr. Stanly in a 
note dated Sunday, 5th Sept. 1802, challenged Gov. Spaight. 
They met and fought the same day, near the Presbyterian 
Church in the town of Newbern, and Gov. Spaight was killed. 

This tragic termination of the life of so useful and so dis- 
tinguished a citizen, caused a deep sensation throughout the 
State; and even at this distant day is remembered with 
mournful regrets. 

Such is a brief, but careful and faithful sketch of the life, 
services, and death of Richard Dobbs Spaight. 

As to his private character, one who knew him well and 
long, states, in a funeral discourse, as " a citizen he was up- 
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right, sincere, generous, and charitable ; an affectionate hus- 
band, an indulgent Parent, a devoted and sincere friend." 

By his marriage with Miss Polly Leach, a native of Holmes- 
burg, Pa., he left two sons and one daughter. Charles, who 
was promising, died young without issue ; Eichard Dobbs, 
member of Congress 1823, Governor of North Carolina 1835, 
since dead, leaving no issue ; Margaret, who married Judge 
John R. Donnel, who left four children, one of whom married 
Thomas N. Keere, of Baltimore. 

Two portraits of Governor Spaight are preserved, and now 
hang in the National Museum in Independence Hall. One 
in crayon by Sharpless ; the other by St. Memin. 



WILLIAM PATERSON, 

Delegate to the Continental Congress from New Jersey, 1780-81. 

by abraham messlee, d. d. 
(Centennial Collection.) 

"William Paterson, Governor of New Jersey from 1790 
until 1793, was the son of Eichard Paterson, an emigrant 
from the north of Ireland, who is supposed to have landed 
in Philadelphia in 1747. He went first to Trenton and re- 
mained there until the spring of 1749; but settled finally at 
Princeton in May, 1750; remaining there engaged in mercan- 
tile and manufacturing industries until 1779, when he re- 
moved to Earitan, where he died 1781. 

His eldest son William was, according to tradition, born at 
sea on the voyage to America. One authority seems to favor 
the idea that he was born before his parents emigrated to 
America in 1745 ; both favor the idea that he was not a 
native American. 

His early education was obtained in Princeton. He gradu- 
ated from Nassau Hall Sept. 27, 1763, and immediately com- 
menced the study of law in the oflice of Richard Stockton, 



